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St. Paulës On a Mission 

 

e understand St. Paulõs to be a òParish Churchó in the classic 

Anglican sense of ministering to all the people of the Muskegon 

area, regard less of their personal religious affiliation or beliefs. 1 
 

We do this by:  

 
Offering Eucharistic based worship marked by 
usage of the Book of Common Pray er and 

traditional music. Although our primary 

expression is traditional, liturgical material from 
oth er sources may be used for special events or 

integrated with regular worship.  

 
Developing a strong, vibrant congregation 
nurtured by quality worship and spiritual 

formation programs, Christian education, 

pastoral care and fellowship activities so as to 
empower each person in his or her ministry in 

the world.  

 
Offering our facility for appropriate community 
events and for usage by non -profit organizations. 

Priority is given to events that emphasize the 

connection between the arts and faith, address 
community  concerns, widen educational 

opportunities or offer direct services to those in 

need in our community.  

 
Supporting outreach centers in the community 

whose activities are consistent with our 

Baptismal Covenant, which calls us to seek and 
serve Christ in all  persons and to promote the 

dignity of every individual.  

 
In all activities, we proclaim the inclusive love of God for all persons and 

invite all persons into a renewed and strengthened relationship with God.  

                                                        
1 The above page of text  is the formal mission statement of St. Paulõs Episcopal Church. 
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St. Paulës Yesterday 

t. Paul's Episcopal Ch urch 

was born on July 28, 1866!   

It was in 1866 that the Rt. Rev. 
Samuel Allen McCoskry, first 

Episcopal Bishop of Michigan, 

made a visit of exploration to 
Muskegon and held a service.   

The Bishop felt that Muskegon 

showed promise and a good field 
for miss ionary effort.   Inspired by 

his visit, the people of Muskegon 

established a church,   Articles of 
Incorporation were drawn up, 

and on July 28, 1866, they were 

signed. St. Paulõs was accepted 

as a parish a t the Diocesan  
Convention on June 6, 1867 .   

 
On Ma y 19, 1869, lots were 
purchased for a church building, 

and the cornerstone was laid on 

April 22, 1873.   It was later 
moved closer to the downtown 

community, and opening services 

were held on December 25, 

1873.   St. Paul's was the first 
church to be consecr ated in the new Episcopal Diocese of Western 

Michigan in 1875.  

  
In 1891, the Rev. Phillip W. Mosher found the parish with healthy 

finances and great enthusiasm for building a new church.   The current 

church site was bought in 1891, and the present church was erected.   

The cornerstone was laid on September 29, 1892.  

 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church is located at the corner of Third Street and 

Clay Avenue in downtown Muskegon, across from beautiful Hackley 
Park.   Our building is an early English Gothic design wi th a foundation 

of Bedford limestone and walls of "Green Bluff" stone from Stony Point, 
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The first St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 1873-1893. 




